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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in France on 24-June-2002. It is noted, however, that applicant has not 
filed a certified copy of the WO/0184313 application as required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

4. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being incomplete 
for omitting essential steps, such omission amounting to a gap between the steps. See 
MPEP § 2172.01. The preamble of claim 15 recites "a method of managing a computer 
system". The steps of claim 15 never require a computer to be managed and therefore 
lack the steps required to fulfill the purpose of the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 
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6. Claims 30-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 30-34 are directed to a "computer- 
readable medium" which is defined in the specification as "a storage medium such as 
magnetic or optic, as well as a transmission medium such as a digital or analog signal." 
Because the computer-readable medium is defined to include a digital or analog signal, 

■ 

this claim is directed to non-statutory subject matter since the claim is not limited to 
tangible embodiments. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

. (e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kampe et 
aL (U.S. patent application publication No. 2002/0007468 Al). 

As to claim 

As to claim 1, Kampe et al. teaches a computer system comprising: 
a plurality of components (see paragraph 0060); 
a plurality of interfaces enabling interactions between said plurality of 
components (see paragraph 0061); 
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a repository of data representing a current condition of said plurality of 
components and an interaction between said plurality of components, wherein at least 
some of said data includes a historic indication being at least one of a version and an 
update level (see paragraph 0117); and 

a search code enabling said repository of data to be searched for determining a 
status of a particular one of said plurality of components (see paragraph 0116 and see 
paragraph 0161). 

As to claim 2, Kampe et al. teaches wherein said repository of data is arranged as 
a tree structure (see paragraph 0115, where "tree" is read on "hierarchically structured"). 

As to claim 3, Kampe et al. teaches further comprising a table enabling 
correspondence between a non-historic identifier of a particular one of said plurality of 
components and a portion of said repository of said data corresponding to said particular 
one of said components identified by a historic identifier (see paragraphs 0116-01 17). 

As to claim 4, Kampe et al. teaches wherein said historic indication comprises an 
identifier in said tree structure (see paragraph 0015). 

As to claim 5, Kampe et al. teaches wherein said search code is arranged as a 
directory server cooperating with said repository (see paragraph 01 12). 
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As to claim 6, Kampe et al. teaches wherein said repository of data comprises 
separate subsets of data for modeling said condition of said plurality of components and 
said interactions of said plurality of components (see paragraphs 0109-01 10 and see 
paragraph 01 17). 

As to claim 7, Kampe et al. teaches wherein said repository of data comprises data 
modeling software components and data modeling hardware components (see paragraph 
0048 and see paragraphs 0053-0054 and see figures 3 and 4). 

As to claim 8, Kampe et al. teaches wherein said repository of data comprises a 
first subset of data defining a directional interaction between a server component 
providing and interface and a client component using said interface (see paragraph 0141). 

As to claim 9, Kampe et al. teaches wherein said first subset of data is arranged to 
attach a "provide" version range identifying value to said server component and a "use" 
version range identifying value to said client component (see paragraph 0141). 

As to claim 10, Kampe et al. teaches wherein said repository of data includes a 
current group of data and is adapted to received a new group of data (see paragraph 
0140); and 

further comprising an update code capable of concurrently processing said current 
group of data and said new group of data, with a view to update said computer system 
(see paragraph 0143). 
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As to claim 1 1, Kampe et al. teaches wherein said update code is capable of 
commit from said current group of data to said new group of data (see paragraph 0148); 
and 

said update code is capable of rollback from said new group of data to said 
current group of data (see paragraph 0148). 

As to claim 12, Kampe et al. teaches wherein said repository of data comprises 
data relating to a configuration state of said computer system (see paragraph 0108). 

As to claim 13, Kampe et al. teaches wherein said repository of data relating to a 
schema of a configuration state of said computer system (see paragraph 0108). 

As to claim 14, Kampe et al. teaches wherein said search code is accessible to a 
management service code (see paragraph 0161). 

As to claim 15, Kampe et al. teaches A method of managing a computer system, 
comprising: 

defining a plurality of entities in said computer system as a plurality of 
components and a plurality of interactions between said plurality of components (see 
paragraphs 0060-0061); and 
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storing a group of data forming a searchable representation of said plurality of 
components and said plurality of interactions (see paragraphs 01 16-01 17 and see 
paragraph 0161). 

As to claim 16, Kampe et al. teaches wherein said searchable representation is 
arranged as a tree structure (see paragraph 0115, where "tree" is read on "hierarchically 
structured"). 

As to claim 17, Kampe et al. teaches further comprising maintaining a table 
enabling correspondence between a non-historic identifier of a particular one of said 
plurality of components and said group of data for said particular one of said plurality of 
components, wherein said group of data comprises a historic indication (see paragraphs 
0116-0117). 

As to claim 1 8, Kampe et al. teaches wherein said historic identifier comprises 
part of a designation of a corresponding portion of said group of data in said tree structure 
(see paragraph 0115). 

As to claim 19, Kampe et al. teaches wherein said group of data comprises a first 

i 

subset for modeling said plurality of components and a second subset for modeling said 
plurality of interactions (see paragraphs 0109-01 10 and paragraph 0117). 
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As to claim 20, Kampe et al. teaches wherein said group of data comprises data 
for modeling software components and data for modeling hardware components (see 
paragraph 0048; see paragraphs 0053-0054; and see figures 3 and 4). 

■ r 

As to claim 21, Kampe et al. teaches wherein said group of data comprises data 
defining a plurality of direction interactions, wherein each direction interaction is 
between a server component providing an interface and a client component utilizing said 
interface (see paragraph 0141). 

As to claim 22, Kampe et al. teaches wherein said data defining a plurality of 
direction interactions comprises data arranged to attach a "provide" version range 
identifying value to said server component and a "use" version range identifying value to 
said client component (see paragraph 0141). 

As to claim 23, Kampe et al. teaches further comprising: 

wherein said group of data comprises a current group of data and is adapted to 

received a new group of data (see paragraph 0140); and 

concurrently processing said current group of data and said new group of data, 

with a view to update said computer system (see paragraph 0143). 

As to claim 24, Kampe et al. teaches wherein concurrently processing said current 
group of data and said new group of data comprises: 
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committing from said current group of data to said new group of data, when an 
update is authorized (see paragraph 0148); and 

rolling back from said new group of data to said current group of data, when said 
update is not authorized (see paragraph 0148). 

As to claim 25, Kampe et al. teaches wherein said group of data comprises data 
relating to a configuration state of said computer system (see paragraph 0108). 

As to claim 26, Kampe et al. teaches wherein said group of data relating to a 
schema of a configuration state of said computer system (see paragraph 0108). 

As to claim 27, Kampe et al. teaches further comprising determining a status of a 
particular one of said plurality of components (see paragraph 0161). 

As to claim 28, Kampe et al. teaches wherein said determining said status is 
accessible to a management service (see paragraph 0161). 

As to claim 29, Kampe et al. teaches wherein said group of data comprises data 
referred to component instances and data referred to component assignments (see 
paragraph 0079). 
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As to claim 30, Kampe et al. teaches a computer-readable medium containing a 
plurality of instructions which when executed cause a computer device to implement a 
method of managing a computer system, comprising: 

generating a plurality of data defining a plurality of components and a plurality of 
interactions between said plurality of components (see paragraphs 0060-0061); 

storing said plurality of data as a searchable tree structure (see paragraphs 0115 
and 01 17); 

searching said tree structure wherein a status of a particular component is 
determined (see paragraphs 0079, 0116, and 0161); and 

enabling an interaction between a first and second ones of said plurality of 
components as a function of said status (see paragraph 0082). 

As to claim 31, Kampe et al teaches further comprising maintaining a table 
defining a mapping between a non-historic identifier of each of said plurality of 
components and a portion of said plurality of data corresponding to each of said plurality 
of components identified by a historic indication, wherein said historic indication is 
associated with a particular leaf of said searchable tree structure (see paragraphs 0115- 
0117). 

As to claim 32, Kampe et al. teaches wherein said plurality of data comprises: 
a first subset of data for modeling said components (see paragraphs 0109-01 10); 

and 
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a second subset of data for modeling said interactions between said plurality of 
components (see paragraph 0117). 

As to claim 33, Kampe et al. teaches wherein said plurality of data comprises: 
a third subset of data for modeling software components of said plurality of 

components (see paragraph 0048; see paragraph 0054; see figure 4); and 

a fourth subset of data for modeling hardware components of said plurality of 

components (see paragraph 0048; see paragraph 0053; and see figure 3). 

As to claim 34, Kampe et al. teaches further comprising: 

updating a portion of said plurality of data if a configuration update is authorized 
(see paragraph 0148); and 

rolling back an updated portion of said plurality of data if a configuration update 
is not authorized (see paragraph 0148). 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jacob F. Betit whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4075. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on (571) 272-4085. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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